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Coming up 2021–22
Jan–Feb 2022, Choral workshops with Cathy Heller Jones on ensemble building, vocal and 
music skills — Feb 2022, Jack Sheen, Croon Harvest, workshop and recording — Mar/Jul 
2022, Melanie Pappenheim, workshops and project with stroke patients, on aphasia, inclusive 
choralities — Mar to May 2022, The End of the World Service, Musarc residency in Taranto, 
Italy, with Aga Beaupre, Neil Luck, Marie Hamilton, Sara Rodriguez: ensemble trip, VR opera, 
broadcast, performance, local histories, documentary scores, choral politics

Caroline Kraabel is a London-based improviser, 
saxophonist and composer. She conducts and 
plays with the London Improvisers Orchestra 
(LIO). Sometimes she improvises solo while 
walking in London and elsewhere (broadcast over 
several years on Resonance 104.4 FM as Taking 
a Life for a Walk and Going Outside). She works 
with many other excellent improvisers, including 
Robert Wyatt, Maggie Nicols, John Edwards, Louis 
Moholo, Cleveland Watkiss, Hyelim Kim, Susan 
Alcorn, Sarah Washington, and Charlotte Hug.

During 2020-21 Kraabel has performed live 
(off- and on-line) and while walking through 
London; made and shared many recordings of 
duo and solo live improvisation; made a number of 
socially distanced large-group pieces for the LIO; 
was artist-in-residence at UNCOOL in Poschiavo, 
Switzerland; and worked on her 40-minute music/
film piece about lockdown London (London 26 
and 28 March 2020: imitation: inversion), which 
received its avant-première at London’s Café Oto 
on 25 February 2021, is available on the Jazzed 
app, and is a nominee for a 2021 Ivor Award for 
Sound Art Composer. 

Click here for online bibliography and links to 
works, projects and websites.

On Improvisation is a four-week workshop 
programme with London-based improviser, 
saxophonist and composer Caroline Kraabel. It 
is part of Musarc’s new programme of impulse 
sessions with visiting artists, composers and 
performers who join the choir to extend the 
ensemble’s skills, knowledge and practice.

The workshop looks at improvisation in the 
context of music and performance, as an idea 
with distinct cultural and material histories, and  
as an art that animates not just the domain of 
music but all aspects of (probably not just) human 
life: from the everyday to major aesthetic, cultural  
and political events.

Accompanied by an extensive bibliography 
and set of resources for singers to explore, the 
impulse workshop first introduces the ensemble 
to the tradition of improvisation through a 
number of pieces, practice exercises and seminal 
scores, and culminates in the development and 
performance of a new work developed by the 
artist and the singers.

Caroline is joined by artist, composer and 
ensemble member Steve Potter with a 
complementary programme of songs and 
endorphine-inducing practice exercises from 
Medieval motets to South African choral singing.

https://goo.gl/maps/E9MXH4hd3Szs5UcP8
https://www.londonmet.ac.uk/contact-us/how-to-find-us/calcutta-house/
https://musarc.org/artists/caroline-kraabel/
https://musarc.org/artists/steve-potter/
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Listen – Caroline Kraabel interviews artists
Why is Improvising Important?, ResonanceFM, 2018. The 

London Improvisers Orchestra member and conductor 
Caroline Kraabel speaks to people who improvise in 
music, visual art, dance, politics and religion, as well 
as in life. Visit mixcloud.com/Resonance and use the 
search function ‘Why is Improvising Important’ to show 
all the episodes

Explore and Listen 
Val Wilmer
Maggie Nicols
Shelley Hirsh
Jeanne Lee Link 1 | Link 2
Yoko Ono
Charlotte Hug
Sainkho Namtchylak
Cleveland Watkiss/Filomena Campus
Phil Minton
Jaap Blonk

Texts on Process in Improvisation
Cage, John and Knowles, Alison, Notations. Specimen 

pages of autograph scores by 20th century composers 
in facsimile. Compiled by John Cage, assisted by Alison 
Knowles. (New York: Something Else Press, 1969)

Lacy, Steve, Findings: My Experience with the Soprano 
Saxophone (Torcy, France : Paris: Outre Mesure, 1995)

Lockwood, Annea – various writings about and by Annea 
Lockwood, on www.annealockwood.com/writings

Oliveros, Pauline – various writings and scores by Oliveros 
on popandmom.org/collections/pauline-oliveros-
collections

Stevens, John, Search and Reflect: Concepts and Pieces 
(London: Community Music, 1985)

Texts on Improvisation and Improvisers
Bailey, Derek, Improvisation: Its Nature and Practice in 

Music (Ashbourne: Moorland, 1980)
Szwed, John F., Space Is the Place: The Life and Times of 

Sun Ra (Edinburgh: Payback, 1997)
Gray, John, Fire Music: A Bibliography of the New Jazz, 

1959-1990. Foreword by Val Wilmer. Music Reference 
Collection, No. 31 (New York ; London: Greenwood 
Press, 1991)

Gray, Louise, Maggie Nichols (London: The Wire, March 
2021), p. 36. Veteran experimental vocalist discusses  
the trail she has blazed from 1960s  jazz clubs through 
Spontaneous Music Ensemble and Feminist Improvising 
Group to her new solo album

Spotlights: Female Improvisers in London, British Music 
Collection, various dates. Interviews with Caroline 
Kraabel, Maggie Nichols, Alison Blunt, Hannah Marshall 
and many more

Léandre, Joëlle, SOLO. Conversations with Franck Medioni 
(2011), Book, CD and DVD

Lewis, George, A Power Stronger than Itself: The AACM 
and American Experimental Music (Chicago : Bristol: 
University of Chicago Press ; University Presses 
Marketing distributor, 2008)

______, ‘Gittin’ to Know Y’all: Improvised Music, 
Interculturalism and the Racial Imagination’, Critical 
Studies in Improvisation / Études Critiques En 
Improvisation, 1.1 (2004) <www.criticalimprov.com/
index.php/csieci/article/view/6/14>

Lock, Graham, Forces in Motion: Anthony Braxton and the 
Meta-Reality of Creative Music : Interviews and Tour 
Notes, England 1985 (London: Quartet, 1988)

Lock, Graham, Chasing the Vibration: Meetings with 
Creative Musicians (Exeter: Stride, 1994)

Parker, William, composer, interviewer, Conversations II: 
Dialogues and Monologues (Paris: Rogueart, 2015)

Taylor, Art, Notes and Tones: Musician to Musician 
Interviews (Belgium: Art Taylor, 1977)

Whitehead, Kevin, New Dutch Swing (New York ; [Great 
Britain]: Billboard Books, 2000)

Zorn, John ed., Arcana III: Musicians on Music (New York: 
Hips Road, 2008)
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